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Sec.  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Area,  (in  acres)  ...  ...  102,371 

Population,  (Census  1931)  ...  17,107 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses,  (end  1.943)  . .  4,969 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £"45,222 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...£200  11/1 

\ 


The  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  continued  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  There  was  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Measles  during 
the  Summer  months. 

Tuberculosis: — There  were  five  fewer  cases  notified  than 
during  the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of  deaths  increased 
from  9  to  12.  Comparing  the  incidence  and  mortality  with  the 
average  during  the  ten  years  ended  1938,  the  total  number  of 
cases  notified  was  22  compared  with  24*6,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  12  as  compared  with  7*9. 


Extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year 


~~  / 

Totals 

M 

V 

T  .  [  Legitimate 

Live  Births  -i  T11  ...  , 

(Illegitimate 

288 

31 

163 

15 

127 

16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

«  «  t 

«  *  n 

18*0 

s 


Still  Births 


j  Legitimate 
I  Illegitimate 
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Rate  per  1,000,  (Live  and  Still),  Births 


3 


0  9  9 


2 

21 


There  is  a  small  discrepancy  between  the  total  number  of 
deaths  recorded  by  the  Registrar-General  and  local  returns. 
The  Registrar-Generabs  figuse  is  223  and  the  local  figure  22 L 
Rates  have  been  calculated  on  the  former  figure, 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  223  117  106 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  12*58 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that,  for  the  fourth  year  in 
succession,  there  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or 
other  puerperal  causes.  Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
were  notified. 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  38 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  161 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  (all  ages)  ...  ...  32 

,,  ,,  Measles,  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  „  Diarrhoea,  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 


The  Birth  Rate,  (18*0),  is  0*53  higher  than  in  1942  and 
1*5  above  the  National  average,  (16*5),  This  is  the  highest 
rate  recorded  since  1922. 

There  "were  16  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  as 
compared  with  12  in  the  previous  year,  giving  a  rate  of  50 
per  1,000  births.  This  is  1  per  1,000  more  than  the  National 
average  (49).  Thirty  years  ago  the  average  infant  mortality 
rate  was  about  twice  this  figure. 

The  Death  Rate,  (12*58  per  1,000  pop.),  is  0*91  lower 
than  in  the  previous  year  and  0*4  above  the  National  average, 
(12T)* 
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It  is  noteworthy  that5  of  the  221  deaths  compiled  locally, 


52%  were  over  70  years  of  age 

• 

Total 

H 

F 

70-80 

57 

39 

18 

80-90 

48 

25 

23 

90-100 

10 

5 

5 

Over  100  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Sec.B .  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
consists  of  a  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  Sanitary 
Inspector?  who  is  a  certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods, 
and  a  Housing  Officer. 

The  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Dereham  has  accom 
modation  for  96  beds.  10  patients  from  the  District  were 
admitted  during  the  Year. 

IMMUNISATION  AG  A I N  ST  D I P  H T H E R I A . 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  immunising  children 
between  the  ages  of  1  and  15.  The  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  children  immunised  in  the  younger  age  group  noted  last  year 
has  continued,  but  the  percentage  immunised  still  falls  well 
behind  that  in  the  higher  age  group.  The  necessity  for  immu¬ 
nising  children  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  first  birthday 
cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  the  Year  was  as  follows  ~ 


Immunised 

1  to  5  years 

5  to  15  years 

Totals 

Totals 

1941 

400 

2408 

1942 

197 

146 

1943 

216 

108 

813 

2662 

Estimated  child  pop.  (1943)  1387  j  Estimated  child  pop.  (1943)  2741 
Percentage  immunised  ..  54  j  Percentage  immunised  ..  87 


(jzteumcvi 
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The  estimated  child  population  figures  refer  to  the  end  of 
1943.  Allowance  has  been  made  for  the  number  of  evacuated 
children  resident  in  the  area  from  1941  onwards. 


Sec .  C.  SANITARY  CIRCHMSTANCES 

OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewers  at  Seaming  and  Litcham  were  cleaned  out  by 
the  Rural  District  Council  during  the  Year. 

9  new  systems  of  drainage  and  disposal  plants  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  owners  with  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Council’s 
Sanitary  Inspector- 


(2)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Following  upon  informal  action  by  the  District  Council, 
1  vault  privy  was  converted  to  a  pail  closet  during  the  Year. 

During  the  last  16  years,  383  vault*  privies  have  been 
converted  to  the  pail  system. 

i 

(3)  Scavenging. 

Scavenging  schemes  are  provided  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  at  Litcham,  Shipdham  and  Lyng,  all  being  carried 
out  by  contract.  The  approximate  number  of  houses  served 
is  80,  180  and  120  respectively. 


(4)  Salvage. 


The  collection  of  salvage  1ms  continued  satisfactorily  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Very  little  rubber  was  collected  and  there  was 
some  falling  off  in  waste  metal,  but  nearly  8  tons  more  waste 
paper  was  collected  than  during  the  previous  year, 

The  total  quantities  collected  at  Gressenhali  were  as 
follows : — 


Paper 

Metal 

Rubber 

Bones 


65  tons  3  cwts. 

2  „  17  „ 

7  „ 

3  „  17 


*  0  9 


«  »  * 
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(5)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 


Nuisances  detected 

ft  O  9 

9  0  9 

19 

Nuisances  abated 

0  0  9 

0  9  9 

14 

Disinfections 

9  e  e 

0  9  0 

40 

Notices  served ; 

Preliminary 

con 

9  0  0 

15 

Statutory 

V  »  ® 

C-J  ■ 

9  0  9 
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Sec.  D.  HOUSING, 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  Year: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  Nil 

The  Rural  District  Council  has  provided  a  total  of  353 
houses  under  the  Housing  Acts,  viz '  145  for  Slum  Clearance* 
41  for  relief  of  Overcrowding  and  167  for  general  needs. 

6  houses  at  Elmham  and  6  at  Shipdham  are  of  the 
parlour  type.  30  have  four  bedrooms  and  the  remainder  three, 
all  having  drainage  for  sink  waste.  In  addition,  18  are  pro* 
vided  with  bathrooms. 

-  There  have  been  no  alteration  in  rentals  during  the  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  santioned  the  provision  of  30 
houses  for  agricultural  workers,  and  construction  was  com* 


menced  on  the  following  during  the  year : 

Fransham  ...  ...  6 

Litcham  ...  ...  4 

Elmham  ...  ...  4 

Mileham  ...  ...  4 

Whissonsett  ...  ...  4 


Sites  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  remainder  as 
follows  : — 


Bawdeswell 

Cranworth 


•  *  * 


*  «  « 
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Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1936. 

Two  applications  were  submitted  during  the  year. 

^6  100  grant  was  made  for  the  conversion  of  two  2-bed- 
roomed  cottages  into  one. 

£100  per  house  in  respect  of  reconstruction  and  additions 
o  two  cottages,  this  included  water  supply  and  drainage 
system. 

53  grants  have  been  made  by  the  Council  Vnce  the  Act 
came  into  force. 

Schools. 

There  are  34  elementary  schools  in  the  District. 

Litcham  school  is  provided  with  water  closets,  one  school 
has  the  dry-solid  system  and  the  remainder  pails. 

Water  supplies  are  as  follows  : — - 

Pipe  supply  ...  ...  1 

Draw  wells  ...  ...  18 

Pump  wells  ...  ...  13 

Carted  from  neighbouring  soufce  2 

Housing  work  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

Plans  of  building  improvements  passed  4 
Visits  for  purpose  of  supervising  building  23 
Plans  of  new  houses  ...  ...  4 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  9  dwelling-houses 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  One  magistrates’  order  was 
obtained  whereby  a  woman  was  removed  to  the  Public  Assist- 
ance  Institution  for  personal  cleansing. 

Sec.  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  : 

Number  of  registered  cow-keepe&s  and  purveyors  of  milk  : 

(i)  Wholesale  ...  ...  ...  275 

(ii)  Retail  ...  ...  19 
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Number  of  registered  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  309 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  ...  ...  5 

Milk ,  ( Special  Designations) ,  Orders ,  7956  &  1938  ; 
Number  of  registered  producers  of  Accredited  Milk  : 


(i)  Wholesale  ...  ...  ...  61 

(ii)  Retail  .  .  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  by  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector  : 

Visits  to  farms  and  dairies  ...  ...  510 

Milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  119 


79  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  46  of 
these  being  repeat  samples. 

37  samples  were  examined  for  Tubercle  bacilli,  one  of 
which  proved  positive. 

( b)  Meat  : — 

Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


All  diseases  : — 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & L 

Pig® 

WTole  carcases 

4 

— 

1 

7 

2 

(Organs  or  parts 

Tuberculosis  : — - 

79 

74 

i 

9 

4 

Whole  carcases 

— _ 

4 

- — 

3 

Organs  or  parts 

52 

27 

_ _ 

All  slaughtering  takes  place  at  a  central  slaughter-house 
under  Government  control. 


(c)  Other  Foods  : 


Number  of  registered  bake-houses 

22 

o  . 

Food  shops  inspected 

...  191 

Bake-houses  inspected 

18 
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Sec.  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES, 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia , . 

3 

2 

— - 

Pneumonia  . , 

24 

2 

i 

Erysipelas  , 

4 

1 

— - 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

o 

0 

— 

— - 

Measles  . »  , , 

155 

— 

— - 

Jaundice 

4 

J 

— 

Diphtheria  The  case  notified  was  a  girl  aged  17  who 
had  not  been  immunised.  She  recovered  after  a  mild  attack. 


JAUNDICE Under  the  Jaundice  Regulations,  1943, 
which  cover  a  limited  area  of  the  Country  including  this 
District,  all  cases  of  Jaundice  became  notifiable  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  Weekly  totals  are  supplied  by  the 
M.O.H.  to  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  at  Cambridge.  The 
object  of  the  Regulations  is  to  assist  research  into  the  cause  of 
infective  hepatitis. 


AGE  GROUPS  :  — 


Age  Giioups 
(years) 

0  1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

1 

|  4-5 

1 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  <fc 
over 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Pyrexia 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

“ 

& 

4 

- - 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

•— 

2 

— 

Whooping 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cough 

6 

21 

Measles 

•2 

11 

7 

14 

82 

4 

7 

1 

* 

Jaundice 

— 

“** 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

io 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1943  : — 


Age  Groupe 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

i  F 

M 

i  F 

i 

M 

j  F 

0 

—  ! 

— 

-***• 

— - 

— 

|  __ 

i 

J 

1 

—  5 

1 

2 

1 

— - 

— 

l 

5 

—  15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

—  • 

1 

15 

—  25 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

25 

— -  35 

% 

-- 

— 

1 

— 

35 

—  45 

— * 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

45 

—  55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— - 

1 

55 

—  65 

1 

1 

— 

l 

1 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

2 

— 

1 

— 

: 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

7 

4 

7 

3  ! 

3  | 

1 

5 

A  considerable  number  of  the  fatal  cases  had  not  been 
notified  prior  to  death.  None  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases 
were  notified  and  only  4  of  the  pulmonary. 

At  the  end  of  the  Mear  there  were  137  cases  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis  on  the  District  Register,  63  respiratory  and  74  non- 
respiratory.  The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  is  one 
more  than  last  year. 
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GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

The  number  of  evacuated  persons  resident  in  the  Area  has 
varied  as  follows  : — 


Quarter 

Tntal 

Number 

Unaccom¬ 

panied 

Children 

Mothers 

Accompanied 

Children 

Other 

Adults 

March 

464 

77 

92 

193 

102 

June 

480 

75 

96 

214 

95 

September 

418 

59 

84 

191 

84 

December 

i 

392 

51 

81 

QO 

CO 

7— H 

72 

The  number  resident  in  the  Area  has  again  decreased 
steadily  throughout  the  Year,  the  total  having  fallen  from 
599  in  December,  19+2,  to  392  at  the  end  of  1943. 

46  cottages  were  under  requisition  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  two  more  have  been  requisitioned  since.  13  proper 
ties  have  been  released,  leaving  a  total  of  35  requisitioned  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  / 

All  billets  are  visited  at  least  once  a  Quarter  by  a  repre- 
sentative  of  the  W.V.S.  This  Organisation  continues  to  give 
invaluable  assistance,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  the  work  of  the 
Centre  Organiser  that  the  Scheme  has  been  so  efficiently 
administered  in  the  Area  since  its  inauguration. 

The  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  near  Downham 
Market  has  had  less  calls  upon  its  accommodation  from 
evacuated  persons  and  certain  other  patients  have  been 
accepted  on  payment  of  a  maintenance  charge,  chieHy  wives  of 
men  serving  in  H.M.  Forces  with  no  homes  of  their  own. 

There  is  a  great  need  for  increased  institutional  accom¬ 
modation  for  maternity  cases  generally,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  beds  for  maternity  cases  will  continue  to  be  available 
and,  if  possible,  increased  in  number. 

NORMAN  E.  D.  CARTLEDGE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


